Unresolved issues in the pathogenesis of Bartter's syndrome and its variants.
Recent physiologic information concerning the renal response to potassium deprivation has been used to reevaluate potassium wasting in Bartter's syndrome. Experimental patient data support the notion that failure of potassium conservation is due to an imbalance between tubular secretory and reabsorptive processes. Suggestions are presented for the further evaluation of potassium reabsorptive pathways in the distal tubule.